Humboldt County Transition Age Youth Collaboration

Youth Advisory Board Application

Collaboration Beginnings:

Like every county in California, Humboldt County includes a population of transition aged youth who, because of a lack of family or other support, are vulnerable and in need of county system assistance.  Demonstrating commitment to serve these youth in the best possible ways, Humboldt County will begin a five year process to increase transition aged youth (TAY) input and participation in systems improvement.

Humboldt County DHHS is committed to better engaging youth to improve systems and service delivery to transition aged youth, including, among others, homeless youth, former foster youth and youth with mental health needs.  Humboldt County youth from California Youth Connection (CYC) and the emerging mental health youth advocacy organization Youth In Mind (YIM) are eager to improve and increase their participation in the local systems change process.  They have additionally expressed interest in receiving capacity building and leadership development to further enhance and increase their contributions.

Plan Summary:

A collaboration of committed individuals and existing youth development organizations will engage in a one year planning and project development process to create and implement methods and protocol for Humboldt County to better engage their youth to improve services to transition aged youth over a five year period.

What is required and expected of Youth Advisory Board members:  

· Minimum one year commitment.  

· Attendance at monthly meetings and completion of subcommittee and other work between meetings.  

· Work can be accomplished at the collaboration office site (within the ILP offices) or at home.  

· Professionally representing the collaboration at county meetings and events.  

· Supporting the collaboration to include (recruitment, engagement and ongoing involvement) as many Humboldt County youth as possible.

Who we are looking for: 

· Youth who have utilized transition aged youth services in Humboldt County, including: mental health, foster care, homelessness and alcohol/drug rehabilitation services among others.  

· Youth who have ideas and passion to improve the system for themselves and future generations.  

· Youth who have previous leadership experience (can be school, clubs, membership groups, sports, arts, civic, etc)

The selection process:  The project coordinator, with the assistance of a few key youth and Department of Health and Human Services staff in Humboldt County, will select year one’s Youth Advisory Board.  Because this collaboration is expected to run through 2014, each year’s Youth Advisory Board will be re-selected by staff and current Youth Advisory Board members with input from key Humboldt County Department of Health and Human Services staff.

Compensation: There is a $250 monthly stipend for participation in the Youth Advisory Board.
Submission: To submit this application, please fill it out completely and send it by email to rochelle.hctayc@gmail.com or drop it off /mail it to:

Rochelle Trochtenberg

Humboldt County TAY Collaboration

134 D St., Suite 101

Eureka, CA 95501

Name: _____________________________________ Age: _____________

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Phone Number: _______________________________________________
Email Address: _______________________________________________
Where in Humboldt County do you live?

______________________________________________________
Have you received mental health and other services in Humboldt County?  If so, please summarize the service programs you have been involved with.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tell us a little about yourself.  Who are you and what leadership experience have you had in Humboldt County and elsewhere? (this can include clubs, committees, jobs, personal/family, etc)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name 3 suggestions you have to improve services in Humboldt County for transition age youth.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
What do you think the Youth Advisory Board needs to do to include the largest youth voice in Humboldt County into this collaboration?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
How do you think the Youth Advisory Board can get input and participation from tribal communities in Humboldt County?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Why do you want to be part of the Youth Advisory Board?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Will you be able to give a one year commitment to the project? (including monthly in person meetings, working separately in subcommittees, attending county meetings as necessary, etc?)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
